
The Relationship Between 
Professional and Avocational 

Archaeologists

Erika Heimbrook



Archaeological Laws and Acts 
(National Level)

 Antiquities Act
 Historic Sites Act
 Reservoir Salvage Act
 National Historic 

Preservation Act
 Archaeological 

Resources Protection 
Act



Archaeological Laws and Acts
(State Level)

 South Carolina Institute 
of Anthropology and 
Archaeology

 Costal Zone Management 
Act

 South Carolina 
Underwater Antiquities 
Act

 Hobby Diver Program



Professional Opinion

 Collecting on private property: A mixed opinion
 The need for information
 Contact between professionals and avocationals; 

keeping the public passionate



Avocational Opinion

 Need more information in regards to laws 
dealing with antiquities and collectors

 Positive feedback on education and information
 Would like to see more respect and 

communication from professionals



A Plan for Resolution

 Communication
 Simplified Laws
 Volunteer/workshop 

opportunities
 Good example: 

Johannes Kolb Site



Johannes Kolb Site

 Avocational and Professional archaeologists working side 
by side

 DNR Heritage Preserve Site
 First reported by Ernest L. “Chip” Helms III
 Volunteers, school groups, University students



Johannes Kolb Site (cont.)



A Plan for Resolution (cont.)

 Collection form
 Ideas to preserve 

sites on private land
 Discussion on both 

sides
 Respect




